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From intention to action at COP26

vidence of the devas-

tation that awaits us if

we fail to address cli-

mate change contin-
ues to mount. Recent catastroph-
ic flooding in Asia and Western
Europe, record-shattering tem-
peratures in North America, and
raging wildfires in southern Eu-
rope —all of which mirror disas-
ters that developing countries
have faced in recent years — re-
mindusthatnocountryissafe.The
future of each one depends on the
actions of all.

The scientific perspective is
bleak. In May, the World Meteoro-
logical Organization warned that
there is a 40 percent chance that
the annual average global temper-
ature will exceed 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius above pre-industrial levels, at
least temporarily, in the next five
years — and the odds continue to
rise. This could trigger potentially
disastrous tipping points.

The Intergovernmental Pan-
el on Climate Change (IPCC) is
now putting the finishing touches
on its next major climate-change
report, to be issued prior to the
26" United Nations Climate
Change Conference of the Par-
ties (COP26) in Glasgow. Each
successive IPCC report has been
starker than the last, and there is
no reason to think the next one
will break this pattern.

After all, the world is not on
track to meet the Paris climate
agreement’s goal of limiting the
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global temperature rise to 2 de-
grees above pre-industrial lev-
els — let alone its “ideal” target
of 1.5 degrees — by the end of the
century. On the contrary, as last
February’s preliminary issue of
the synthesis report of all nation-
ally determined contributions
(NDCs) showed, we are headed
toward arise of 3 degrees, or even
more, by 2100.

Yet all hope is not lost. While
we are moving toward the point
of no return, it is not too late to
change course, moving onto a
more sustainable pathway that
enables us to forest all the worst
impacts of climate change. And,
in the Paris climate agreement,
we already have a comprehensive
road map in place.

A map that is not followed,
however, means little. For the
Paris climate agreement to lead
us to the necessary transforma-
tion, all countries must cooperate
in implementing it.That means
fulfilling their individual com-
mitments and working to slash
carbon emissions by 45 percent
by 2030 (from 2010 levels), and
to achieve net-zero emissions
by 2050. This is the timeline the

IPCC recommends for staying
below the 1.5 degrees threshold.
It also means pursuing adapta-
tion and strengthening resil-
ience to future climate-related
challenges.

This is a tall order. But there is
reason to believe the world can
fulfill it. For example, recent vir-
tual sessions of the subsidiary
bodies of the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change
were encouraging. Delegates en-
gaged effectively on a wide range
of crucial topics and, while agree-
ment on several key issues re-
mained out of reach, progress
was made.

One key lesson of those discus-
sions was that, to move the agen-
da forward, political guidance is
essential. This message was put
across forcefully at the ministe-
rial meeting recently convened by
the COP26 president designate,
Alok Sharma. Ministers and high-
level representatives from coun-
tries in all key negotiating groups
were in attendance.

Every COP has been signifi-
cant. But escalating environmen-
tal challenges mean that each
has been more consequential

than the last. COP26 is no excep-
tion. On the contrary, given the
COVID-19 pandemic’s devastat-
ing impact on societies world-
wide and its disruptive effects on
our process, the stakes have risen
exponentially. But this crisis also
represents a powerful opportuni-
ty for progress, as countries seek
to “build back better.”

The world must make COP26
a success. Our only chance of get-
ting onto a path that would keep
us below the 1.5 degrees thresh-
old, it is a crucial credibility test
for the global fight against climate
change. If we pass that test, con-
fidence in our collective ability
to address borderless challeng-
es — such as pandemics — will
be strengthened.

To this end, there are many
important issues that must be
resolved at COP26. But four
priorities stand out.

First, past promises must be
kept. Demonstrating that com-
mitments made up to 2020 have
been fulfilled is essential to build
trust among countries. This in-
cludes, for example, the goal of
mobilizing US$100 billion an-
nually by 2020 to aid developing
economies in the green transi-
tion, and offering support in the
form of capacity-building and
technology transfer.

Developed countries have mo-
bilized vast resources to sup-
port their economies during the
COVID-19 pandemic. They must

show a similar level of commit-
ment to driving the transition to-
ward a more sustainable and cli-
mate-resilient future — and that
means ensuring that their de-
veloping counterparts have the
needed support.

Second, outstanding disagree-
ments on finance, transparency,
adaptation and resilience, loss
and damage, and technical sup-
port and guidance for develop-
ing countries must be resolved, so
that the Paris climate agreement
can be fully implemented.

Protecting people and the
planet is more important than
any technical disagreement, how-
ever complex or contentious it
may be.

Third, ambitions must be
raised. Countries must commit
to do much more inall three key
areas of the climate agenda: mit-
igation, adaptation, and finance.
The next NDC synthesis report,
to be delivered prior to COP26,
will give a more complete picture
of progress so far, as it will include
more major emitters. Whatev-
er that report shows, there is no
doubt that more ambitious, res-
olute plans from both govern-
ment and business will be essen-
tial to move the world onto the
1.5 degrees pathway.

Finally, no voice can remain
unheard, and no proposal unat-
tended. In addressing a crisis as
profound as climate change, ev-
eryone has a role to play. That is

why balanced representation of
all regions and groups is essen-
tial to a successful COP26, with
observers and other non-party
stakeholders, including the nine
NGO constituencies, engaging
positively in the process.

Initiatives such as the Mar-
rakech Partnership for Glob-
al Climate Action and the Race
to Zero campaign should make
meaningful contributions to cli-
mate action and promote climate
ambition globally.

The bottom line is that two or
three “big” announcements will
not make for a successful COP26.
Only a balanced package of deci-
sions and actions reflecting the
expectations, concerns, and
needs of all stakeholders — not to
mention ramped up ambition —
can do that.

It has become something of a
cliché to say that global problems
require global solutions. And yet,
as recent crises have shown, this
could not be more true. From
COVID-19 to climate change, no
one is safe until everyone is safe.

Runaway climate change is not
inevitable, but if we do not act
fast, it will be. We proved up to the
tasks of figuring out its drivers and
devising a comprehensive global
strategy for addressing it. Now, it is
up to our governments to lead, our
businesses to innovate, and our
societies to come together, in ser-
vice of acommon cause: building a
sustainable future.
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scientific achievement that

we now have the first-ever
and only malaria vaccine to pre-
vent malaria in children. This is
an important (and long-await-
ed) addition to existing range of
scientifically proven effective
methods to prevent malaria.

While we celebrate this mo-
ment of yet another milestone
scientific feat we must remind
ourselves that this new and only
vaccine is a complementary ma-
laria control tool which needs to
be added to the already proven
measures for malaria prevention.

Malaria vaccine is a vital ad-
dition to malaria prevention op-
tions such as routine use of in-
secticide-treated bed nets, indoor
spraying with insecticides, and
the timely use of malaria testing
and treatment.

But we have to also acknowl-
edge that access to these proven
methods to save lives from ma-
laria has been far from satisfacto-
ry, as a result of which, as per the
latest data, 229 million people got
malaria in 2019 (compared to 228
million in 2018), and 409,000 died
of malaria in 2019 — most of them
children (compared to 411,000
deaths in 2018).

Children under 5 are at great-
est risk of its life-threatening ma-
laria complications. Despite un-
precedented progress in in the
recent two decades in the fight
against this ancient disease, ma-
laria remains one of the world’s
leading killers, claiming the life of
one child every two minutes; and
most of these deaths are in Africa.

Let us celebrate this turning
point — as there is no doubt that
malaria vaccine is going to be one
of the blessings in the global fight
to end malaria by 2030. Clock is
ticking! As 110 months are left
to end malaria worldwide, let us
also make doubly sure we scale
up the rollout and access to all the
science-backed methods to save
lives from malaria.

This malaria vaccine (RTS,S/
ASO01) is the first, and to date the
only, vaccine that has demon-
strated it can significantly reduce
malaria in children.

The scientific research for this
malaria vaccine has been going
on since past 30 years. Phase-3
clinical studies were conducted
between 2009 and 2014 in Afri-
can nations. Children receiving 4
doses of this vaccine, experienced
significant reductions in malaria
and malaria-related complica-
tions in comparison to those who
did not receive the vaccine.

In clinical studies, the vaccine
was found to prevent 4 in 10 ma-
laria cases, including 3 in 10 cas-
es of life-threatening severe ma-
laria. In addition, the vaccine also
prevented 6 in 10 cases of severe
malaria anemia, the most com-

It is indeed a breakthrough

mon reason children die from
malaria.

Significant reductions were
also seen in overall hospital ad-
missions and the need for blood
transfusions, which are re-
quired to treat severe malaria
anemia. These and other ben-
efits were in addition to those
already seen through the use
of insecticide-treated bed nets,
prompt diagnosis, and effective
antimalarial treatment.

This malaria vaccine (RTS,S/
ASO01) is to be provided in 4 dos-
es to children from 5 months of
age up to 2 years. First 3 doses
are given between 6 to 9 months
of age, and 4% dose is given at 2
years of age.

The pilot of this malaria vac-
cine has been going on in Ghana,
Kenya and Malawi since 2019.
The pilot has proven that:

* Feasible to deliver: Vaccine in-
troduction is feasible, improves
health and saves lives, with
good and equitable coverage
of RTS,S seen through routine
immunization systems. This
occurred even in the context of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Reaching the unreached: RTS,S
increases equity in access to ma-
laria prevention. Data from the
pilot program showed that more
than two-thirds of childrenin the
3 countries who are not sleeping
under a bed net are benefitting
from the RTS,S vaccine.
Layering the tools results in
over 90 percent of children
benefitting from at least one
preventive intervention (insec-
ticide treated bed nets or the
malaria vaccine).

Strong safety profile: To date,
more than 2.3 million doses of
the vaccine have been admin-
istered in 3 African countries
— the vaccine has a favorable
safety profile.

No negative impact on uptake
of bed nets, other childhood
vaccinations, or health seek-
ing behavior for febrile illness.
In areas where the vaccine has
been introduced, there has
been no decrease in the use of
insecticide-treated bed nets,
uptake of other childhood vac-
cinations or health seeking be-
havior for febrile illness.

High impact in real-life child-
hood vaccination settings: Sig-
nificant reduction (80 percent)
in deadly severe malaria, even
when introduced in areas where
insecticide-treated nets are
widely used and there is good ac-
cess to diagnosis and treatment.
Let us hope this malaria vac-
cine along with all proven meth-
ods to save lives of malaria will be
fully rolled out without any delay
in every part of the world, driven
by the local needs, contexts, and
national/ subnational strategies
to end malaria.
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Checkpoint: Taliban fighters check commuters along a road in Kunduz on Sunday. The Taliban regained control of Afghanistan after
the United States withdrew its troops in August.

Afghanistan, Biden’s strategy
and Indonesia’s interests

he fall of the Islamic Re-
I public of Afghanistan on
Aug. 15 to the hands of the
Taliban following the exit of the
United States and allied forces
marked a new beginning for Af-
ghanistan and the country’s stra-
tegic impacts on international
security in the coming years.

Three general historical pat-
terns are obvious with regard
to Afghanistan. First, the land,
which connects Eurasia, has been
continuously contested by for-
eign and global powers. Second,
the tribal inhabitants are prone to
fighting each other. And third, no
clear unifying ideology exists to
integrate different tribes, as even
religious-political ideologies have
failed to sustain their unity as a
nation and country.

That said, no global powers stay
there for a long time since their
periodic presence in Afghanistan
is only measured by Afghanistan’s
temporary influence on their
national interests.

The future of Afghanistan un-
der the Taliban hinges on their
capability of coping with human,
national and global security is-
sues. The international commu-
nity has noted that the Taliban
have still not fulfilled many of
their promises, including — but
not limited to — redressing the
warlord-dominated Cabinet and
discrimination against women.

First, it remains uncertain
whether the Taliban can provide
human security throughout the
country according to the univer-
sal standard of the Human Rights
and Human Security Indexes.
Many say it is Taliban, rather than
the Afghan people, who have the
upper hand in changing the des-
tiny of Afghanistan. This is the
inverse logic of founding a state,
in which citizens are the main
subject of national development.

Second, there is no clear pic-
ture of the Taliban’s ability to
protect Afghanistan’s territory or
to create a secure, just and pros-
perous Afghan nation. The Tal-
iban are likely to transform Af-
ghanistan into a police state that
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emphasizes achieving national
security at the cost of human se-
curity while at the same time be-
ing unable to provide basic ser-
vices and public goods to the
Afghan people.

Third, the international com-
munity doubts that the Taliban
regime can or will avoid creating
international security problems.

So far only Saudi Arabia, Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Pakistan
that have acknowledged the Tal-
iban’s rule in Afghanistan, with
Qatar, Iran, China and Russia pre-
dicted to follow suit. In principle,
these states assume, and make
their own justifications, that the
Taliban are indeed central to
regional stability.

President Joe Biden’s assump-
tions regarding Afghanistan and
global security are neo-Kantian:
That modern affairs are driven
mainly by democratization and
economic growth rather than
stressful security affairs; that the
primary instruments are demo-
cratic institutions and economic
instruments instead of military
power; that the geographic fo-
cus is on Indo-Pacific and other
regions instead of the Greater
Middle East; and that the main
foreign policy goal shall be de-
mocracy and economic growth
instead of stable security affairs.

For Biden and his administra-
tion, although it was a fiasco to
establish an inherent political
system in Afghanistan (with an
average 70 percent of the Afghan
state budget backed by the US),
the US national security objec-
tives during its presence in Af-

ghanistan from 2001 until 2021
have been achieved to a certain
extent, such as overthrowing the
Taliban government that led to
the capture of Osama Bin Laden
and getting the Taliban’s promise
not to attack the US or the post-
‘World War II world order, so that
the overall benefits are assumed
to be bigger than the costs.

The Biden administration does
not see the withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan as a defeat. Reflecting
on the US forces’ pullout of Viet-
nam in 1973, which led to the col-
lapse of Soviet Union commu-
nism in 1991. Biden’s strategic
logic assumes that religious ex-
tremism and violent movements
instigated and promulgated by
the Taliban will be defeated and
reduced in years ahead.

Consequently, in the com-
ing years, the US national secu-
rity strategy with respect to the
Greater Middle East and Afghani-
stan will be overhauled and shift
toward progressive multilateral
approaches, where modes of ac-
tion at least will be more indirect
instead of direct, multilateral in-
stead of unilateral and covert in-
stead of overt, by orchestrating
more on non-US governmen-
tal actors and on governmen-
tal nonmilitary instruments of
power that include intelligence,
information, diplomacy and
economic policy.

In terms of strategic approach-
es, the US national security strat-
egy with respect to Afghanistan is
also shifting toward more observ-
ing, accommodating, shaping,
persuading, enabling and induc-

ing, instead of coercing, subduing
and eradicating. In short, Biden’s
post-Afghanistan strategy will
draw more from the experiences
of how the US defeated commu-
nism in the post-Vietham War
era, 18 years after their withdraw-
al from the lower Mekong.

As for Indonesia, we will ob-
serve the developments in Af-
ghanistan  strategically and
determine whether we need
to acknowledge the Taliban
government.

First, the geopolitical implica-
tions for Indonesia are not direct
but still significant. These include
theideologies of hardline Islamist
political movements inspired by
the Taliban’s return to power,
which contradict Pancasila val-
ues as our center of gravity, stra-
tegic culture and way of life, as
well as the possible exodus of Af-
ghan people to Indonesia, ASEAN
and Australia.

Second, Indonesia needs a
global and proactive counterter-
rorism strategy and the applica-
tion of Pancasila as a working ide-
ology in the lives of Indonesians
to counterbalance the ideological
warfare fought on the global lev-
el between key players involved
in the affairs of the post-US-era
Afghanistan.

Third, Indonesia needs to have
access to the Middle East’s ma-
jor stakeholders: Jews, Arabs and
Persians. Such access is a key as-
set for Indonesia to monitor and
influence the situation in Af-
ghanistan in line with Indonesia’s
national interests.

Fourth, Indonesia should con-
sider the shifting of US secu-
rity policy and resources from
Afghanistan to the South Chi-
na Sea and, therefore, review
our strategic assumptions and
geostrategy accordingly.

These four policy orientations
are notapanacea, but atleast they
are the determining ingredients
to leverage Indonesia’s freedom
of interests to protect and ad-
vance national security interests
in the contemporary internation-
al security environment.

Please send your articles to opinion@thejakartapost.com.
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